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Stop T uberculosis Worldwide




Application Guidelines

Who are we?

TB Alert was established in 1998 and is a British-based charity concerned with TB worldwide. Our aims are to:

· Increase awareness of TB both as a global threat and as a disease resurgent in the UK, advocating for greater priority to be given by government to the disease.  
· Support TB control programmes, mainly in high endemic countries, to increase access to treatment especially for the poor and for marginalised groups. 
· In the UK to complement the work of the NHS, for example through providing information on TB for the public and for patients, supporting the raising of awareness of TB amongst non-TB specialist staff, and providing resources and education to increase patient concordance and reduce the risk of drug-resistance. 
TB Alert is still a relatively small non-governmental organisation (NGO).  We have access to expertise, with several of Britain’s leading TB experts sitting on either our Board of Trustees or acting as Project Advisors.

Oxford Immunotec is a diagnostics company which has developed a new diagnostic test for TB called T SPOT-TB.  Oxford Immunotec shares the aims of TB Alert and is sponsoring this fund for the benefit of patients in the UK.

The Margaret De Sousa Deiro Fund was founded in 1927 by Miss Anstace Howard in memory of the late Miss Margaret de Sousa-Deiro.  It was originally intended "to provide or assist in providing treatment for indigent women suffering from early pulmonary tuberculosis". With the decline in the rate of TB though most of the 20th century, the objects of the Fund were extended by Orders of the Charity Commissioners, to help in the care, rehabilitation and after-care of women in financial need suffering from any disease. Since the UK has experienced an increase in TB cases from 1987, the Trustees now feel it appropriate to give renewed focus to the Fund's original purpose, hence their support of the TB Alert Small Grants Fund.

Lilly UK is a pharmaceuticals company which manufactures TB drugs. Lilly has established the MDR-TB Partnership to support charities and other organizations in the fight against MDR-TB.

We would like to extend our thanks to other supporters of the fund, Pace Micro and the children of Bolton School Junior Boys Division. 

What is the TB Alert/Small Grants and Patient Support Fund?

The fund aims to provide small specific grants, to support the work of UK TB nurses, to improve patient concordance and to tackle patient hardship.  We know that many TB patients are from the poorer sections of society, and some fall through the gaps in benefits and support.  We want to make sure that no patient is prevented from completing their treatment through lack of money to pay for prescriptions or travel to hospital appointments, that their health while undergoing TB treatment is not compromised because they are not receiving a nourishing meal every day, and that nurses are supported in the difficult job of supporting a high case-load of patients through the long TB treatment.

What will we fund?

We aim to be flexible and responsive in our funding – if in doubt we urge you to call us to talk over whether your application might be appropriate.  Here are some examples of where we feel the Fund can make a real difference:

· Covering prescription charges for patients who don’t receive them free, but may find them difficult to pay

· Paying travel costs for patients to attend regular clinics/appointments, providing they are not receiving government benefits, in which case they can reclaim these costs (see Department of Health Leaflet, Help with Health Costs http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/13/89/53/04138953.pdf )
· Paying a small food allowance for patients, especially those who are rough sleepers, to access nutritious meals

· Supporting activities for children such as the “Kids Coping Corner” held at St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington which helped to motivate and support children through the long treatment. 

· Providing Dosset boxes or other resources to help patients remember when to take their medication (please note: Treatment diaries are available free from TB Alert, sponsored by Genus Pharmaceuticals – contact Angela on admin@tbalert.org or 020 8998 1949).

· In exceptional circumstances supporting retraining or other costs for patients who are not able to work or continue their normal daily activities due to long-term effects of TB

· Support training and awareness raising activities run by TB nurses for patients and/or GPs or other non-specialist staff or 

· Support activities which raise awareness within at-risk groups within the general public

How much will we give?

Our grants have ranged from £25 to £340 but the average is £150. Grants at this level can usually be agreed and paid within 10 working days.

Grants of up to £1,000 may be considered in exceptional circumstances.  In this case more information will be requested and the applicant may be asked to come to an interview.

How to apply

Application forms can be obtained from Tessa Marshall, Information Officer. Tel No: 0845 456 0995 Email: info@tbalert.org 
We prefer to receive applications electronically, but postal applications are accepted and should be sent to:

Tessa Marshall, TB Alert, Community Base, 113 Queens Road, Brighton, BN1 3XG.
Applications MUST come from the nurse, healthcare worker or key worker responsible for the patient – not from the patient direct. If the application is from a social worker or any other non-healthcare worker, details of the patient’s TB nurse or doctor must be given.  Cheques will be made payable to the applicant.

Applications for more than £100 must include a supporting note from a senior member of hospital or HPA staff.

We will not usually fund something which has already occurred, or money which has already been spent, but exceptions may be made for extremely urgent payments which could not wait.

Once a grant is approved the applicant will receive a short feedback form which must be completed and returned within 3 months of receipt of the grant (unless otherwise agreed beforehand).   We would appreciate as much information as possible as to how the grant has helped, as this enables us to understand the impact the Fund is having, and to publicise and increase awareness of the Fund in future.
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